Format of the assignment
o Three A4 pages with 2.5 cm margins and 1.5 line spacing.
o Include the paper details in the title and your name and student number.
o You must include the following statement at the beginning of your project (no quotes):
 “Note: I (Full name and student number) have read and fully understand the UCD
Library Guidelines on Plagiarism, the Official UCD Policy on Plagiarism and the
UCD Briefing for Students on Academic Integrity and Plagiarism”
o 12-point Times New Roman font should be used for the body text of the assignment.
o One figure or table from the paper can be included in your assignment by copying and
pasting from Adobe Reader. The figure or table should not take up more than half an A4
page and make sure you include a figure or table legend.
o You can cite up to five additional peer-reviewed publications relevant to the research work
described your assigned paper. Include the details of these in a bibliography at the end of
your assignment.
o Reviewing and summarising some of the papers may require you to access supplementary
information associated with the research work. Supplementary information files can be
accessed directly from the journal webpage for the paper. You will find the supplementary
information listed in the paper with instructions for how to access it (normally a link on the
paper page on the journal website).












Assignment description
The purpose of this assignment is to review and summarise a single peer-reviewed scientific paper
from the animal (livestock and companion) or general vertebrate genomics literature. You should pitch
your assignment as if you were explaining the research work to a scientifically literate lay audience (e.g.
your ANSC30030 classmates) in a magazine article. You should bear the following points in mind when
reviewing and summarising the research work:
• Make sure you understand the background to the research – you may need to do some additional
reading to familiarise yourself with the research topic.
• What is the scientific problem or question/s being addressed by the research work?
• Are the experiment/s described designed to test a particular scientific hypothesis or hypotheses?
• How was the research work conducted? What methods were used? What animal population/s?
• What are the key findings of the research work?
• Why is the research work important for the particular scientific field? (Cattle genomics, pig
genomics, sheep genomics, equine genomics, evolutionary genomics etc.).
• What are the practical applications for the research work?
• Can the experimental or study methods described in the paper be easily replicated by other
scientists?
• Remember that the Internet is a powerful resource to help you with your assignment but maintain
a critical perspective on information you retrieve that is not obtained from the peer-reviewed
scientific literature.
